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Opening Remarks — First Event, 2/9/09 

Good evening and welcome to the Inaugural celebration of the Fairchester Green Building Council. It is truly incredible to have so many of you here. This event, like this organization, started out small. We thought we’d find a bar, like Green Drinks and take a small corner and tell people they can join us if they’d like. Now over 100 of us are in this wonderful atrium with its towering trees, through the support of the Hyatt Regency, Steelcase, Robinson Cole and the involvement of others who care.

We are all on the path of sustainability, some taking our first steps, others totally immersed. All of us here have decided that these are our core values. These are issues which are too important to ignore. That we can’t and we won’t ignore them. The challenge is, with all of the other responsibilities we have, how are we going to green the part of the world we are responsible for?

Other organizations, including the USGBC, Energy Star and Green Globes, have given us excellent paths – and now we are at the implementation phase. We need to take these big ideas and make them local. Here in our region. For everyday decisions like the caulk and the energy we buy!

That is where the FGBC comes in. The vision of the FGBC is to create a green building community which can work together to develop viable solutions. To find the local expertise, and the local tools. To be a voice for this GB community and to provide the public/private forum to advance these vital goals in this economy.

I’ve been asked why I’ve put so much effort into the Fairchester Green Building Council when my day job is commercial scale photovoltaic projects. The reason is it represents my conviction that we can drive change locally. “Think Global, Act Local” are words to live by and they reflect the choices that each of us makes every day. At our house, we bought a pellet boiler to reduce our oil consumption by over 1,000 gallons/year. 

“What can you do to change the world around you?” and How can the Fairchester Green Building Council help? 

This is not a vision to change the world. This is a vision to change our region… a local focus on creating green demand and green supply. 

The FGBC will make it easier to be sustainable and make it increasingly cost effective; And, if we all do something significant, costs will continue to come down! One example is solar energy. Years ago the cost of PV was $20/watt. Now NYSERDA reports an average installed cost of $8 and we’re talking about grid parity! Now that’s exciting – and that reflects real change that solar energy can, and will, change the world around us.

How we will we make sustainability viable?

Increase our membership, as this will give us credibility and influence.

Add local resources to make our website useful and relevant.

Tell colleagues about the FGBC and suggest they join. They’ll be glad to know about us.

Pursue the goals of our five committees. That is where the real change is happening. 

We need you to join, to be a Member. 100 is great, but with 300 members we will have more impact! If you don’t do anything…, And I don’t do anything, then nothing happens. This initiative is you and me. There is no anonymity here; you know my name and I know yours.

You’ve made the effort to be here. These are core values for you. So, if you don’t join, let me know why. Call me, or maybe I’ll call you. 

Thank You! Nothing can be done alone. And so many have encouraged this initiative. 

Board of Directors - Kathleen Williams and Pamela Elkow.

Robinson Cole – For getting us incorporated and preparing our IRS 501(c)(3) application.

SL Green / Reckson – For places in their LEED AP class to help the FGBC.

In conclusion, together we can learn more and do more. Around this room are tables with the five Committees: Membership, Education, Programs & Events, Local Resources and Marketing/Website. Please go now to those tables to meet others and talk about what our goals should be.

Again, it is wonderful to have you here and like you, I look forward to many more successful events like this one and our growing ability to make measureable change in our world. 

Thanks for your enthusiasm!

Donald M. van Rhyn, LEED® AP

Fairchester Green Building Council 

A note about Don van Rhyn — In addition to being the Chair of The FGBC and the Assistant to the Chair, my other full time job is commercial scale solar PV projects where our goal is making renewable energy make sense. mmunicate in between. 

